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I. COMPRENSIÓN LECTORA

The Eiffel Tower is located in Paris. It was built between 1887 and 1889 to be the entrance way to the 1889

World's Fair and to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the French Revolution. The tower was opened to visitors

on May 6th, 1889.

Gustave Eiffel's design was chosen unanimously from about 700 that were submitted to the Fair's design

competition. However, many Parisians did not like his design and protested against the construction of the tower.

They thought it would be an eyesore, but when it was finally built, they liked it very much.

It is made of iron and weighs over 7,000 tons. Many of the scientific principles used in its design and

construction are still used nowadays to build modern skyscrapers. Over 40 tons of paint are applied to it every

seven years to prevent rusting. It has a staircase with 1,665 steps. There are also elevators to take the visitors

up to the platforms which have a fantastic view of Paris. The original elevators, now computerized, are still in

use.

Originally, the Eiffel Tower was built to stay in its place only for twenty years, but its antenna saved it from being

demolished in 1909. Telegraph companies were using it then, and since that time it has become part of the

French communication systems, including radio and television services.

The tower has also become the symbol of Paris. It is one of the most famous monuments in Europe and many

people think it is an architectural masterpiece. In 2000, a new lighting system was installed and every night there

is a light show for the appeal of the capital, both for Parisians and for visitors.

1 Which sentence is true, according to the text?

a. Everybody liked Eiffel's design from the beginning.

b. The experts who chose it and the public did not agree at first.

c. Nobody really liked the tower to start with.



2 What is the meaning of the expression “it would be an eyesore”?

a. It would be a very unusual building.

b. It would be a very ugly building.

c. It would be a useless building.

3 If you want to go up the Eiffel Tower, you …

a. have to climb up 1,665 steps.

b. must take an elevator.

c. can walk up or take an elevator.

4 Which of these statements is NOT true, according to the text?

a. The tower was built with a double purpose.

b. Eiffel's building principles are still in use nowadays.

c. The tower is only used by tourists now.

5 As of 2000, the tower …

a. welcomes both people from Paris and tourists.

b. has a new system of illumination.

c. has become a symbol of Paris.



6 Johnny ___ yesterday afternoon and we ___ happy to see him.

a. come / were

b. came / were

c. is coming / were

7 Alice ___ a long letter when we ___ home last week.

a. is writing / arrived

b. was writing / arrived

c. was written / arrived

8 You ___ to go home right now if you don't want.

a. haven't

b. don't have

c. didn't have

9 British history is my favourite area of …

a. investigate.

b. inventory.

c. research.



10 “___ I please sit down, Mr Smith?” asked John very politely.

a. Have

b. Will

c. May

11 The ships were defeated by just bad ___ in that battle.

a. climates

b. time

c. weather

12 Oxford Street is one of … streets in London.

a. the most popular

b. more popular

c. the more popular

13 They … their sister on the road at 9 p.m.

a. picked up

b. picked down

c. picked off



14 My whole family arrived … Monday.

a. on

b. in

c. at

15 We had a drink with …

a. some Mary's friends.

b. some friends of Mary.

c. some friends of Mary's.

16 Elizabeth takes three difficult … at Harvard this semester. She works really hard!

a. signatures

b. tests

c. firms

17 Seleccione la opción correcta:

a. Has John being introduced to her mom?

b. Has John been introduced to her mom?

c. Has John be introduced to her mom?



18 Seleccione la opción correcta:

a. The museum can be visit everyday.

b. The museum can been visited everyday.

c. The museum can be visited everyday.

19 Seleccione la opción correcta:

a. This is the office in which he works.

b. This is the office in that he works.

c. This is the office which he works.

20 Order the sentence: / them / to scrutinize / every year / detectives / their boss / pays /

a. Every year their boss pays detectives to scrutinize them.

b. Detectives pays their boss to scrutinize them every year.

c. Their boss every year to scrutinize them pays detectives.
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